
  Recommended Political Science Courses for 
First-Years: 2017-2018 

 
100-LEVEL FIRST-YEAR SEMINARS 
Our first-year seminars offer an excellent introduction to the field because they are taught in a small, seminar-style format 
that encourages robust discussion and close contact with professors.  They do not, however, count toward the major or 
minor.  This year we are offering the following first-year seminars, which are all listed as Poli_Sci 101-6: 

Fall 2017 Winter 2018 Spring 2018 
African Politics through Literature 
and Film (Wilfahrt) 

Democracy in the World – 
Opportunities and Challenges (Riedl) 

TBA (McGrath) 

Global Environmental Politics 
(Suiseeya) 

Politics of Religion at Home and 
Abroad (Beth Hurd) 

The Politics of Undocumented 
Immigrants (Merseth) 

Press and Political Process 
(Stuelpnagel) 

Politics of Debt (Nelson)  

Political Inequality (Thurston)  
Student Protest: From the 60s to the 
Present Day (Rice) 
The American Way of War 
(Reno) 

 

 
200-LEVEL COURSES 
First-year students are encouraged to begin with our 200-level courses, which include both “gateway courses” and 
methodology courses. Gateway courses provide broad introductions to the four main areas of Political Science (American, 
Comparative, International, and Theory). Gateway courses also help students make progress towards the major, which 
requires three of them. The minor requires two. Methodology courses (highlighted below) fulfill the (one) methodology 
requirement for the major.  

FALL 2017 WINTER 2018 SPRING 2018 
211 – Intro to Interpretive Methods in 
POLI SCI (Ian Hurd) 

210 – Intro to Empirical Methods in 
POLI SCI (Clipperton)  

201 - Intro to Political Theory (Nili) 

220 - American Govt & Politics 
(McGrath) 

220 - American Govt & Politics 
(Thurston) 

210 – Intro to Empirical Methods in 
POLI SCI (Seawright)  

230 – Intro to Law in the Political 
Arena (Burch) 

221 - Urban Politics (Rogers) 220 - American Govt & Politics (TBA) 

240 - Intro to International Relations 
(Spruyt) 

240 - Intro to International Relations 
(Loriaux) 

250 - Intro to Comparative Politics 
(Seawright) 

 

 
300-LEVEL COURSES 
We typically recommend that first-year students take one or two 200-level courses before taking 300-level courses. 
However, you may want to consider taking a 300-level course if the subject matter is of particular interest to you and there 
are no pre-requisites. Please consult our yearly and quarterly course planners for more information on the courses being 
offered in 2017-2018! 
 
A Note on AP CREDITS 
Receiving a score of 5 on the AP American Government and/or AP Comparative Government exam can place you out of the 
equivalent 200-level course, but it does not reduce the total number of courses (12) required to complete the major. Thus, 
instead of taking 220 or 250, you would take an additional 300-level course. To do this, meet with the Director of 
Undergraduate Studies during their advising hours and place the request after you’ve declared your major/minor. 
 
Designing Your Major 
Concentrations are not required, and most majors take a wide variety of courses across different areas of Political Science. 
You are encouraged to consult with faculty advisers to design your own program of study (e.g., around themes such as 
race, ethnicity, and politics; global transformation; representation and law; social and economic inequalities; terrorism 
and national security; citizenship studies; etc.). Majors are advised to complete the 200-level gateway courses and at least 1 
300-level course by the end of the second year. Majors should complete their methodology requirement by the end of junior 
year and before taking the 395 research seminar. Students should plan to take 395 in junior year or early in senior year. 
Those who plan to pursue honors must take 395 in junior year.  
 

Find the yearly and quarterly course planners on our website at: http://www.polisci.northwestern.edu/undergraduate/courses/ 
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